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I am honored to be the 2022-2023 Scholarships Ambassador and would like to thank 

incoming National President Jane Reape for appointing me. 

In early 2008 I started volunteering at our local VFW Post 9907 in my hometown of Show 

Low, Arizona, helping to pack troop boxes being sent to Afghanistan and Iraq. My son 

Augustino is a Marine and had just been deployed to Iraq. As the mother of a deployed 

soldier, the Auxiliary was a great way to connect with others my like me. I found my people, 

the people of the VFW and Auxiliary who have become my greatest friends who all have the 

same purpose: supporting our veterans, their families and helping our community.  

In April 2009, I joined the VFW Auxiliary under the eligibility of my husband Tom Judd, a 

Navy veteran who served two tours in Vietnam on the ship the USS Leonard F. Mason.  

Shortly after joining the Auxiliary, I was elected President and served as Auxiliary President 

for three years. I have served as District President, been a Chairman at the Department level 

and was elected Department President for the 2020 -2021 Program Year. Currently I am a 

mentor to new members of my Auxiliary and District, worked with a team to institute a new 

Auxiliary in August and am Program Activity Chairman for the Department.  

I am very excited about this Program Year and working with all of you. Together I hope that 

by the end of this Program Year each of the Departments has a stronger Scholarships 

Program with greater participation. 

 

Welcome to the 2022-2023 VFW Auxiliary Program Year. 

 

We will be promoting five scholarships this year. 

 

• Continuing Education 

• Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest 

• 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest (NEW CONTEST) 

• Patriot’s Pen (VFW contest we promote) 

• Voice of Democracy (VFW contest we promote) 

 

Let’s begin this Scholarship year by working in partnership with our VFW Comrades to 

promote the VFW youth contests Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen. The deadlines are 

coming up much sooner than the Auxiliary contests and it’s not that far away. 

 

The Post is to receive the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen entries by October 31, 

2022. 

 



The 2022-2023 theme for the VFW’s Voice of Democracy is: 

 

Why Is The Veteran Important? 

 

This scholarship is an audio-essay competition for students in grades 9–12 who attend 

public, private and parochial schools, and homeschooled students. The student is to record 

their original 3 to 5 minute audio essay and submit it, along with a typed version, to a 

participating VFW Post. 

 

The 2022-2023 theme for the Patriot’s Pen’s is: 

 

My Pledge To Our Veterans 

 

This scholarship is an essay contest for students in grades 6-8 who attend public, private and 

parochial schools, and homeschooled students The student is to a type 300–400-word essay, 

in their own words, about the theme. 

 

Rules and requirements are listed on each application and can be obtained in the weeks 

following National Convention by accessing Scholarships on the Auxiliary website as well as 

the National VFW Scholarships website page. If you have questions or need help with these 

contests, please email VFW National Headquarters at youthscholarships@vfw.org. 

 

Provide Contest Information to Auxiliary Chairmen 

 

Make sure your Auxiliary Chairmen have the tools they need to succeed and encourage them 

to work together with their VFW counterpart. Provide links to, or mail a copy of, the Voice of 

Democracy and Patriot’s Pen Chairman’s Manual and Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen 

contest applications. Make sure you know where to find this information online, too! In the 

weeks following National Convention, visit Scholarships on the Auxiliary website for additional 

scholarships tools. 

 

Get the Word Out 

 

One of my favorite quotes is “Power is gained by sharing knowledge not hoarding it.” 

By sharing our knowledge about our great VFW and Auxiliary Scholarships we can build 

powerful Scholarships Programs in each of the Departments. Here are a few suggested 

groups that might be interested in what you and your Auxiliary members have to say about 

scholarships: 

 

• Schools and JROTC Units 

• Faith-based youth groups 

• Youth-focused organizations 

• Homeschool associations 

• Parent teacher associations 

• Youth sports teams 

mailto:youthscholarships@vfw.org


• Student veteran centers 

 

Recognition is Key   

Scholarship and contest winners should receive recognition at every level.   

Ways to Recognize Winners: 

• Present a certificate and/or gift. 

• Ask the winner to give a speech or lead the Pledge of Allegiance at an Auxiliary event. 

• Host an awards ceremony. 

• Present awards at a school assembly. 

• Contact local media to feature winners in the news. 

• Invite winners to participate in a conference. 

• Don’t forget to recognize the parents and teachers. 

 

Please reach out to me if you need any assistance with our scholarships. Working together 

we will make this a great Program Year. 

 


